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century lost probably more friends than anyone else
in the war, and he knows better than anyone else
how atrodous is the falsehood that most of them
wished for war, or that their successors wish for it
to-day.

While I am speaking of the war, I should like to
make a suggestion in the event (which God forbid!)
of the country having to fight again.   It is that the
War Office should summon all the Head Masters to
London and insist on their remaining there long
enough to give an opinion as to the type of service
for which their pupils are fit.   In 1914 we found
ourselves, in default of any instruction from Head-
quarters, signing forms for commissions for boys
with no special capacity for leadership, while boys
of exceptional brilliance, who might have done in-
valuable work as interpreters, scientists, inventors or
in any intelligent capacity, were drafted off to be
killed as subalterns in a line regiment.   That they
should be killed was bad enough, but that they
should be killed doing work for which they had no.
capacity, while the work they could have done
admirably was being neglected, was a scandal as well
as a tragedy.   A fortnight's incarceration of a
hundred Head Masters would have averted it at small
expense.

These are perhaps the only accusations which
would not be made against the system by anyone who
knew it from the inside: the other stock charges, that
they are nurseries of vice, that they are a paradise for